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MINISTRY OF HEALTH AND FAMILY WELFARE

NOTIFICATION
New Delhi, the 12th October, 2021

G.S.R 730(E). — In exercise of the powers conferred by section 6 of the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Act,
1971 (34 of 1971), the Central Government hereby makes the following rules to amend the Medical Termination of
Pregnancy Rules, 2003, namely:-

1. (1) These rules may be called the Medical Termination of Pregnancy (Amendment) Rules, 2021.

(2) They shall come into force on the date of their publication in the Official Gazette.

2. In the Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules, 2003 (herein after referred to as the said rules), in rule 2, after sub-
rule (e), the following sub-rule shall be inserted, namely:-

‘(f) “Medical Board” means the Medical Board constituted under sub-section (2C) of section 3 of the Act.’.
3. After rule 3 of the said rules, the following rules shall be inserted, namely:-
“3A. Powers and functions of Medical Board.—For the purposes of section 3,—

(a) the powers of the Medical Board shall be the following, namely:-

(i) to allow or deny termination of pregnancy beyond twenty-four weeks of gestation period under sub-section
(2B) of the said section only after due consideration and ensuring that the procedure would be safe for the
woman at that gestation age and whether the foetal malformation has substantial risk of it being incompatible
with life or if the child is born it may suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities to be seriously

handicapped;

(i1) co-opt other specialists in the Board and ask for any additional investigations if required, for deciding on the
termination of pregnancy;
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(b) the functions of the Medical Board shall be the following, namely :-

(i) to examine the woman and her reports, who may approach for medical termination of pregnancy under sub-
section (2B) of section 3;

(i1) provide the opinion of Medical Board in Form D with regard to the termination of pregnancy or rejection of
request for termination within three days of receiving the request for medical termination of pregnancy under
sub-section (2B) of section 3;

(iii) to ensure that the termination procedure, when advised by the Medical Board, is carried out with all safety
precautions along with appropriate counselling within five days of the receipt of the request for medical
termination of pregnancy under sub-section (2B) of section 3.

3B. Women eligible for termination of pregnancy up to twenty-four weeks.—
The following categories of women shall be considered eligible for termination of pregnancy under clause (b) of sub-
section (2) Section 3 of the Act, for a period of up to twenty-four weeks, namely:-

(a) survivors of sexual assault or rape or incest;
(b) minors;
(c) change of marital status during the ongoing pregnancy (widowhood and divorce);

(d) women with physical disabilities [major disability as per criteria laid down under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 (49 of 2016)];

(e) mentally ill women including mental retardation;

(f) the foetal malformation that has substantial risk of being incompatible with life or if the child is born it may
suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities to be seriously handicapped; and

(g) women with pregnancy in humanitarian settings or disaster or emergency situations as may be declared by
the Government.” .

4. In rule 4 of the said rules,—

(a) in clause (c), in sub-clause (ii), for the words “twenty- weeks”, the words “twenty — four weeks” shall be
substituted;

(b) after clause (c), the following clause shall be inserted, namely:-

“(ca) A Registered Medical Practitioner shall have the following experience and training for conducting
termination of pregnancy upto nine weeks of gestation period by medical methods of abortion, namely:-
(1) experience at any hospital for a period of not less than three months in the practice of obstetrics and
gynaecology; or

(i1) has independently performed ten cases of pregnancy termination by medical methods of abortion under
the supervision of a Registered Medical Practitioner in a hospital established or maintained, or a training
institute approved for this purpose, by the Government.”.

5. After rule 4 of the said rules, the following rule shall be inserted, namely:-

“4A. (1) For the purposes of sub-section (2A) of section 3 of the Act, the opinion of Registered Medical Practitioner
which is required for termination of pregnancy at different gestation ages shall be the following, namely:-

(a) till nine weeks of gestation period, by Medical Methods of Abortion: Registered Medical Practitioner eligible
under clauses (a), (b), (c), (ca) and (d) of rule 4;

(b) till twelve weeks of gestation period, by surgical method: Registered Medical Practitioner
eligible under clauses (a), (b), (c) and (d) of rule 4;

(c) beyond twelve weeks till twenty weeks of gestation period: Registered Medical Practitioner
eligible under clauses (a), (b) and (d) of rule 4;

(2) For the purposes of sub-section (2A) of section 3 of the Act, the opinion of two Registered Medical Practitioners
eligible under clauses (a), (b) and (d) of rule 4, which is required for termination of pregnancy beyond twenty
weeks till twenty-four weeks of gestation period, shall be in Form E.
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(3) For the purposes of sub-secion (2B) of section 3, the opinion for medical termination of pregnancy beyond
twenty-four weeks gestation period: Shall be given by a Medical Board duly constituted by the respective State
Government or Union territory Administration at approved facilities and two Registered Medical Practitioners
eligible under clauses (a), (b) and (d) of rule 4, shall perform the termination of pregnancy based on the decision of
such Medical Board.”.

6. In rule 5 of the said rules, in sub-rule (1), in clause (ii),—

(A) for the figures and word “20 weeks”, the words “twenty-four weeks” shall be substituted;
(B) for the words “for transportation; and”, the words “for transportation;” shall be substituted;

(C) for the words “Government for India from time to time.”, the words “the Central Government from time to time;
and” shall be substituted;

(D) after sub-clause (c), the following shall be inserted, namely:-

“in case of termination beyond twenty-four weeks of pregnancy:-

(a) an operation table and instruments for performing abdominal or gynaecological surgery;
(b) anaesthetic equipment, resuscitation equipment and sterilisation equipment;

(c) availability of drugs, parental fluids and blood for emergency use, as may be notified by the Central
Government from time to time; and

(d) facilities for procedure under ultrasound guidance.”.
(E) in the Explanation, for the words “seven weeks”, the words “nine weeks” shall be substituted.

7. For Form A of the said rules, the following Form shall be substituted, namely:-

“FORM A
(See sub-rule (2) of rule 5)
FORM OF APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL OF A PLACE UNDER CLAUSE (b) OF SECTION 4 OF
THE ACT
Category of approved place:
(A) Pregnancy can be terminated upto twelve weeks
(B) Pregnancy can be terminated upto twenty-four weeks
(1) Name of the place (in capital letters):
(i1) Address in full:
(ii1) Non-Government or Private or Nursing Home or Other Institutions:
(iv) State, if the following facilities are available at the place:
CATEGORY A
(1) Gynaecological examination or labour table.
(i1) Resuscitation equipment.
(ii1) Sterilisation equipment.
(iv) Facilities for treatment of shock, including emergency drugs.
(v) Facilities for transportations, if required.
CATEGORY B
(1) An operation table and instruments for performing abdominal or gynaecological surgery.
(i1) Drugs and parental fluids in sufficient supply for emergency cases.
(iii) Anaesthetic equipment, resuscitation equipment and sterilization equipment.

Place:
Date: Signature of the owner for the place.”.

8. After Form C of the said rule, the following Forms shall be inserted, namely:-
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“Form D
(See sub-clause (ii) of clause (b) of rule 34)
Report of the Medical Board for Pregnancy Termination Beyond 24 weeks

Details of the woman seeking termination of pregnancy:

1. Name of the woman
2. Age:
3. Registration/Case Number:
4. Available reports and investigations:
S.No Report Opinion on the findings

5. Additional Investigations (if done):
S.No Investigations done

Key findings

6. Opinion by Medical Board for termination of pregnancy:
a) Allowed
b) Denied

Justification for the decision:

7. Physical fitness of the woman for the termination of pregnancy:
a. Yes
b. No

Members of the Medical Board who reviewed the case:

S.No Name

Signature
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FORM E
Opinion Form of Registered Medical Practitioners

(For gestation age beyond twenty weeks till twenty-four weeks)
[See sub-rule (2) of rule 4A]

(Name and qualifications of the Registered Medical Practitioner in block letters)

(Full address of the Registered Medical Practitioner)

(Name and qualifications of the Registered Medical Practitioner in block letters)

(Full address of the Registered Medical Practitioner)

hereby certify that we are of opinion, formed in good faith, that it is necessary to terminate the pregnancy of

(Full name of pregnant woman in block letters)

resident of

(Full address of pregnant woman in block letters)

which is beyond twenty weeks but till twenty-four weeks under special circumstances as given below*.

*Specify the circumstance(s) from (a) to (g) appropriate for termination of pregnancy beyond twenty weeks till
twenty-four weeks:

(a) Survivors of sexual assault or rape or incest
(b) Minors
(c) Change of marital status during the ongoing pregnancy (widowhood and divorce)

(d) Women with physical disabilities [major disability as per criteria laid down under the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities Act, 2016 (49 of 2016)]

(e) Mentally ill women including mental retardation

(f) The foetal malformation that has substantial risk of being incompatible with life or if the child
is born it may suffer from such physical or mental abnormalities to be seriously handicapped

(g) Women with pregnancy in humanitarian settings or disaster or emergency situations as declared by
Government

We hear by give intimation that we terminated the pregnancy of the woman referred to above who bears the Serial No.
in the Admission Register of the hospital / approved place.

Signature of the Registered Medical Practitioner

Signature of the Registered Medical Practitioner

Place:
Date:

Note:  Account may be taken of the pregnant woman’s actual or reasonably foreseeable environment in determining
whether the continuance of her pregnancy would involve a grave injury to her physical or mental health. .

[F. No. M-12015/16/2021-MCH]
Dr. PATIBANDLA ASHOK BABU, Jt. Secy.

Note:- The Medical Termination of Pregnancy Rules, 2003 were published in the Gazette of India, Extraordinary,
Part II, section 3, sub-section (i) vide notification number G.S.R. 485(E), dated the 13™ June, 2003.
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